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A COMPARISON BETWERN 


YORK AND LINCOLN 
MINSTERS, 


AS COPIED FROM DANIEL DE FOE's TOUR 


THROUGH GREAT-BRITAIN. 

Tur City of Lincoln contends with this of York, 
for a preference to its CATHEDRAL, and as this is a 
Point in which both Cities are very tenacious, I will 
diſtinguiſh the particulars, wherein each of them have 
the advantage over the other. In the firſt place then, 
Linco!n Cathedral has greatly the advantage of York in 
the height of its ſituation; and by different accounts, 
given by ſeveral Authors, of the dimenſions of both 
Churches, it appears, Lincoln exceeds York in length, 
from Eaſt to Weſt, either fourteen, or eleven, or three 
feet and a half; in the middle croſs or tranſept,f rom 
North to South, five feet; in the outward breadth of 
the Weſt End, by the addition of two Chapels, as at St. 
Paul's, London, fifty-three feet; in the height of the 
A2 | 
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Weſt Towers and Spires, ſeventy-two feet ; and of the 
Middle Tower, including the Pinnacles, ſeventy-five feet. 


Vork exceeds Lincoln in breadth of its Middle Nef, 
and Side Aiſles, within ſide, twenty-ſix feet; in the 
height of the Middle Nef to its Canopy, ſeventeen feet ; 


and in the inſide of the Middle Lantern, fixty-four feet | 
and a half. 


The breadth of the Weſt end of Lincoln will not the 
leaſt avail in this diſpute, as it has ſo many egregious 
defects, not to ſay abſurdities. The two Steeples are 
crouded together, inſtead of being placed at the extre- 
mities of the front, which by that means would have 
had an appearance much more grand. They riſe up 


above the body of the Church, as if behind a ſcreen, 


without the leaſt affinity to any part of the building 
below. The ornaments are but mean, and the leaden 
ſpires upon them ftill meaner. The whole front, ex- 
tending in a ſtreight line, want boldneſs when viewed at 
ſome diſtance ; and there is ſuch an expanſion of ſolid 
wall, without windows or any ſort of aperture, as gives 
an heavineſs throughout. The cloiſtered work or 

' niches for Images, which is the chief ornamental part of 

Gothic ſtructures, is diſpoſed with a ſhameful diſregard 
to every thing like deſign : In one place, crowded with 


needleſs profuſion ; in another, wanted to fill up where 


1 ) 


now there is nothing but a naked and dead ſpace; and 


in the ornaments the fancy is ſo irregularly varied, that 


all kind of connexion and harmony is deſtroyed, ſo that 
the building, to appearance, has the ſame effect, as if it 
were pieces of different ſtructures patched up together. 


The plan of the Church is very irregular; the middle 


tranſept from North to South having no aiſles on the 


Weſt fide to anſwer thoſe on the Eaſt. The under 


tranſept or double croſs, can never be confidered as a 


beautiful addition, eſpecially fince this, and the Eaſtern 
parts beyond are ſurrounded with C hapels and Veſtries 
erected without uniformity, and the windows of the 
Church are meanly ſmall, crowded, and out of proportion, 


It is to be obſerved, there is a great reſemblance be- 


tween the ground plat of Lincoln, and that of Canter- 


bury; and the one was certainly built after the model of 
the other. | 


The only defect objected to York, is that the middle 
tower or lantern wants height, and that the croſs tran- 
ſept, from North to South, is built in a different ſtile and 
manner from the reſt of the Cathedral, both theſe muſt 
be admitted to be faults ; but by the way, the middle 

lantern is as lofty as the celebrated Towers of Canter- 
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bury and Glouceſter, excluſive of their pinnacles, though 


not ſufficiently high in proportion to its breadth, being 


ſeventy feet ſquare, or to the height of the Church. 
They have a tradition in the City, that a Wooden Spire 
was once intended to have been raiſed upon this tower; 
which in that caſe would have exceeded the height of 
Saliſbury ſteeple, as the preſent battlements are higher 


by ſix feet, and of a larger ſquare than the preſent 


tower at Saliſbury, I am not ſorry this project failed, 


becauſe it is obvious all wooden ſpires have a moſt 


wretched aſpect. 


The only amendment that can be made, would be to 


pull down the bell turret at the corner, * to raiſe the 


battlements about twenty feet more. 


However, this building has two remarkable beauties 
not to be found in any other Gothic Edifice ; which are, 
that the height and breadth of the nef and ſide aiſles of 
the Church, and of all the arches and windows, come very 


near, if not agree with, the dimenſions laid down by | 


the eſtabliſhed rules of Roman Architecture ; that the 


ſpan of the roof from Eaſt to Weſt, riſes very near 


- equal to the modern proportion; the exceſſive height 


of the roofs being the chief blemiſhes in moſt Cathedrals, 
as may be ſeen at Lincoln, Saliſbury, Weſtminſter, and 


Peep Wincheſter. 


1 
The plan of the whole Church is uniform as well as 
the ſuper- ſtructure, eſpecially from Eaſt to Weſt: the 
windows are of a ſize and diſtance proper to the mag- 
nitude of the ſtructure, and are admirable for their 
workmanſhip ; neither is it crowded and incumbered 
on the outſide by its buttreſſes, but every part 1s inriched 
with ornaments, which receive an additional beauty 
from the colour of the ſtone, as it eil retains almoſt i its 
ori iginal whiteneſs. | 


Thus far wha I have ſaid of this building in general 
was neceſſary, in comparing it with Lincoln. I' will 
now take ſome notice of its ſeveral parts diſtinctly, both 
within-ſide and without, beginning firſt at the outſide. 


The Weſt End 1s 124 feet in breadth, ſhews an inex- 
preſſible grandeur: tne front contains two uniform 
towers, diminiſhed by ſeveral contractions, all cloiſtered 
for imigary, and enriched with other ornaments. In 
the South tower hangs a deep peal of twelve Bells, the 
tenor weighing 59 hundred weight.“ 


C In the year 1965, the twelve bells were taken down, not 
being quite tuneable, and were replaced in the ſame year by a 
ſet of ten new Bells, caſt by Meſſ. Leſter and Pack of London, 
(the ſame weight and dimenſions of thoſe in Bow Church, 
London.) This Peal is allowed to be, in every reſpect, 5 
complete as any in the — | 


(33: 

Between the towers, over the principal dntrance into 
the Church, is a large Window, whole tracery in maſon's 
work is of a figure fo beautiful, that is not equalled 
any where, The ſeveral windows in the towers are 


large, and their tracery and ornaments well fancied. 


The South entrance is aſcended by ſeveral courſes of 
ſteps, and tradition aſſures us, there was once as great an 
aſcent to the Weſt door, Here a remarkable ſpiral 
turret is erected on the middle of the pediment, and 
called the Fiddler's Turret, from an image of a fiddler on 
the top. Over the door is a Dial, both horary and 
ſolar, on each fide of which two Images ſtrike the quar- 
ters on two bells.“ 


In viewing the building from this part Eaſtwards, 
we eafily difcerned it to be much newer than that 
Weſtward, though conformable to it. 


Doe: © he Eaſt front is exceedin gly noble, and has the fineſt 
Window in the World. 


The Lantern Steeple, of which I have ſpoken already, 
is ornamented in a fine taſte, wanting nothing but a 
better finiſhing ar the top: It has eight windows, two on 


* Theſe were ſome years ago taken | down, and a new 
Clock put vp, OE jr 
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each ſide, to give light within; theſe windows, from top 
to bottom, are 45 feet high, 


We now entered the inſide—at the Weſt door, open- 
ing into the middle Net of the Church, under the largeſt 
Gothic Arch in Europe, which binds and ſupports the 
the two towers. The Nef is the moſt ſpacious of any 
in Europe, except St. Peter's at Rome, it exceeds the 
_ dimenſions of the nef of St. Paul's Cathedral, 4 feet 
ſix inches in width, and 11 feet in height; and that of 
_ Weſtminſter Abbey, 16 feet 6 inches in breadth; but 
its height is two feet lefs, This is an inſtance of what 
I took notice of before, with regard to the juſtneſs of 
the proportion of York Cathedral ; and at the ſame time 
ſhews the extravagance of that of Weſtminſter Abbey, 
in this particular. The Canopy at top is enriched with 
curious knots of carving. * 


* The Ceiling of the Roof of the Cathedral began to be 
repaired, and the whole of the inſide of the Church cleaned - 
and bcautified carly in the year 1795, and which has been 
lately finiſhed in a moſt complete and elegant ſtyle,— 
This afforded an opportunity to an ingenious artiſt of this 
city, Mr. Joſeph Halfpenny, to give a faithful delineation of 
the many pieces of curious workmanſhip, which, by reaſon 
of their great diſtance from the ground were nearly hid from 
the publiceye, Theſe, with many other curious and beautiſul 
monuments of Gothic Sculpture in other parts of the Church, 
are delineated on 105 copper plates, and with appropriate 
letter-preſs illuſtrations, were lately publiſhed, entitled, 
Collie Ornaments of the Cathedral Church of York, Price 61, 68. 
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From thence we proceeded to the middle Lantern, to 


a ſtoae- ſcreen that parts the choir from the body of the 


church, adorned with curious workmanſhip; among 


which are placed the ſtatues of the Britiſh Kings, — 
William the Firſt to Henry Sixth.“ 


Over the entrance into the Choir ſtands the Organ, 
having a double front; it had before been removed from 
thence by King Charles I. to one fide, oppoſite the 
Biſhop's Throne. The reaſon his Majeſty gave for 
doing it was, that it ſpoiled the proſpect of the fine 
Eaſt window from the body of the Church. 8 


The Choir is adorned with ancient wood-work 


carved, and ſet up with cluſters of knotted . pinnacles 
of different heights. The aſcent from the body of the 
church, through the Choir to the Altar, 1s by a grada- 
tion of ſixteen ſteps. The Altar has lately received a 


conſiderable improvement as to its ſituation, and the 


whole Church in its beauty, by taking away a large 


wooden-ſcreen, which almoſt obſtructed the view of the 


Eaſt Window. By this means it was Carried one arch 
farther back, to a ſtone- ſcreen of excellent Gothic Archi- 


tecture, which now not only ſhews a beauty in ĩtſelf, before 


9 Taken 3 e ruins of the Monaſtery Church j in the 
Manor. 
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hid, but opens a view to one of the nobleſt lights in the 
world, both for Maſonry and Glaſing, which is the fore- 
mentioned Eaſt Window. . 


This window is zo feet 9 inches broad, and 75 feet 


high. The upper part is a piece of fine tracery, but, in 


my opinion, not ſo beautiful as that at the Weſt end. 


Below the tracery are 117 partitions, wherein is repre- 


ſented, in fine painted glaſs, moſt of the Hiſtory of the 
Bible, This window was glazed in 1405, by one John 
Thornton, glazier, of Coventry, who received for his 


own work 4s. a week, and contracted to finiſh the whole 
in three years. 


In 1 circalar Window, at the South end of the Church, 


is another ſine piece of maſonry, in the form of a wheel, 


called the Marigold Window, from its painted glaſs, 
which reſembles the colour of that flower. The North 
end has five noble lights, each conſtitutes one large 
window, and reaches almoſt from top to bottom. There 
is a tradition, that five Maiden Sifters were at the ex- 
pence of theſe lights. The painting of the glaſs repre- 

ſents a kind of embroidery or Moſaic needle work; 
- which might perhaps give occaſion to the ſtory. 


1 ought not to omit mentioning, that all the Windows 


of the C hurch, except one or two, are adorned wich 
= wn 
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painted glaſs, repreſenting the Sacred Hiſtory, and 
[#208 Portraitures of eminent Perſons. This painting was 
preſerved at the time of the Civil Wars, by the Lord 
if Fairfax, General of the Parliament's Army, who, at the 
requeſt of the Gentry and Citizens of York, placed a 
71 guard of ſoldiers about the Church for that purpoſe. 


Cog POE 


The Body of the Church was ſome years ago new paved 
| according to a plan drawn by that ingenious architect Mr. 
| Kent, under the direction of the late Earl of Burlington; 

the figure is Moſaic, and properly adapted to a Gothic 
building. 


The Monuments in this Church are numerous, many 
of them ancient and ſeveral very magnificent. 


After taking this view of the Cathedral, we were 


| | conduRed into the Chapter-Houſe ; a building, which, 
| for a Gothic piece, diſdains to allow an equal in the 

[ univerſe, and well deſerves the encomium beſtowed upon 
| it; as is aid by a great traveller, in an old Monkiſh 
N | verſe inſcribed on the wall, in golden letters, as follows: 
| 


Ut roſa phlos phlorum, fic eſt domus iſta domorum, 


As ſhines the Roſe above all meaner flowers, 
So above common Piles this Building towers, 
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It is an octagon of 63 feet diameter; the height to the 
middle knot of the roof is 67 feet 10 inches, unſupported 
by any pillars, and entirely dependant on a pin, geo- 
metrically placed in the centre. The whole roof has 
been richly painted, and the knots of carved work gilt; 
but know defaced and ſullied by time. Over the roof 
is a ſpire of timber work, covered with lead, admired as 
a maſterly piece of work in the Carpenters? Art. The 
eight ſquares of the octagon have each a window beauti- 
fully adorned, and embelliſhed with painted glafs. 


The next place we ſaw was the Veſtry Room, its 
dimenſions 44 feet by 22, wherein are kept ſeveral 
antiquities, particularly the famous Horn, ſo called, 
made of an Elephant's Tooth ; which is, indeed, the 
greateſt piece of antiquity the Church can exhibit, and 

to which they ought to pay an high veneration, on 
account of the beneſit they reap from the act that it 
witneſſed to. The account Camden gives of it is, that 
Ulphus the fon of Tolardus, who governed in the Weſt 
parts of Deira, by reaſon of a difference likely to hap- 
pen betwixt his eldeſt ſon and his youngeſt, about his 
Lordſhip, when he was dead, preſently took this courſe: 
without delay he went to York, and taking the Horn, 
wherein he was wont to drink, with him, he filled it 
with wine, and kneeling before the Altar, beſtowed 
upon God and the bleſſed St, Peter, all his Lands. 
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The Lands are fill called the Terra Ubi. The 
Horn was imagined to have been quite loſt ; but Thomas 


Lord Fairfax was the occaſion of its being preſerved : 


where it had lain, or where he got it, is uncertain ; but 
ſtripped of its golden ornaments, it was reſtored by his 
ſucceſſor. It has been new decorated, and a Latin inſcrip- 
tion put upon it, in Engliſh thus : 


« Ulphus, Prince of the Weſt part of Deira, formerly 


dedicated this Horn, together with all his Lands and 
Revenues : being loſt or ſtolen, Henry Lord Fairfax at 


length recovered it, and the Dean and 3 repaired 


it, in the year 1675.” 


I will now conclude my account of this noble Pile of 
building, with the character given of it (as Mr. Camden 


informs us) by Eneas Silvius, afterwards Pope Pius II. 
It is, ſays he, famous for its magnificence and workman- 
ſhip, ail the world over, but eſpecially for a fine light- 
ſome Chapel, with ſhining walls, and ſmall thin-waiſted 


Pillars, quite round. The South fide of the church is 


enriched by a Library, to which Archbiſhop Matthews's 


widow was a great benefaQreſs; a Biſhop was her 
Father; and an Archbiſhop her Father-in Law ; ſhe 


had four Biſkops for her brethren; and an Archbiſhop 
for her ſecond huſvand, 


In the Archbiſhop's Regiſtry and Prerogative Om̃ce 
is a noble repoſitory of ancient Eccleſiaſtical Records, 


7 


| bearing date 93 years earlier than any at Lambeth or 
Canterbury. FO 


N. B. By a late alteration of the Roof over the South 
Entrance, the ſplendid Marigold Window is now fully 
exhibited to view, which before was in part hid. De Foe 
has omitted to take notice of the curious gallery which 
traverſes the middle of the grand Eaſt Window, from 
which is a fine perſpective view of the Minſter; and the 
curious eye may diſcover variety of other beauties in 
this rich incomparable edifice, not herein noticed. 
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